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Seattle Opera appoints Kenneth Kellogg 

inaugural Artistic Ambassador 
 

Kellogg to succeed Scholar-in-Residence Naomi André, 
who concludes five-year term in May 2024 

 
SEATTLE—General Director Christina Scheppelmann announced today the 

appointment of bass Kenneth Kellogg as Seattle Opera’s inaugural Artistic 

Ambassador. Kellogg, who recently completed a triumphant run as Malcolm X in 

X: The Life and Times of Malcolm X, takes over for Naomi André, who concludes 

her impactful five-year term as Seattle Opera’s first Scholar-in-Residence at the end 

of the 2023/24 season. Kellogg begins in the role in May 2024. 

 

“Kenneth has a unique combination of qualities that makes him a perfect fit to 

serve as Seattle Opera’s new Artistic Ambassador,” said Scheppelmann. “His 

distinguished singing career gives him a clear vision of the industry, his thorough 

knowledge of history informs every aspect of his work, and he is committed to the 

transformative power of music as a community resource. We are lucky to continue 

our relationship with Kenneth in this additional capacity.” 

 

As Artistic Ambassador, Kellogg will serve as a representative of Seattle Opera in 

the community, engaging directly with audiences and participating in Seattle Opera 

events. Kellogg will also advise Seattle Opera’s staff on the company’s racial equity 

initiatives and community partnerships, always with an eye toward making opera a 

vital and meaningful aspect of the lives of audience members across the Pacific 

Northwest. 

 

https://seattleopera.smugmug.com/Seattle-Opera-Company-/Artistic-Ambassador/n-JRT3mn


“Seattle Opera is honored to welcome an artist of Kenneth’s caliber as an Artistic 

Ambassador,” said Dennis Robinson Jr., Seattle Opera’s Director of Programs and 

Partnerships. “Not only is Kenneth a phenomenal musician, but he is also an 

inspiring spokesperson for opera and the arts in general. I look forward to working 

with Kenneth in this new capacity, and I’m excited for our community to get to 

know him and his work beyond the opera stage.” 

 

Audiences will have their first opportunity to hear from Kellogg in a May 9 Opera 

Talk in conversation with Naomi André, where he will share his perspective as a 

leading voice in opera and chart a bright future for the art form. 

 

The conversation will also provide an opportunity to reflect on André’s time as 

Scholar-in-Residence, which Scheppelmann sees as a model for such roles in the 

future. “I am very grateful to Naomi André for five wonderful years as Seattle 

Opera’s first Scholar-in-Residence,” said Scheppelmann. “Her knowledge and 

enthusiasm about opera provided consistent insight into the art form, and she was 

simply a joy to work with. We couldn’t have asked for a better person to fill that 

role.” 

 

For Kellogg, sharing his passion and love of music with everyone is central to his 

conception of the role. “When I think of my role as Artistic Ambassador, I think 

about my elementary school teacher,” said Kellogg. “I could always see how much 

she loved music, and that enthusiasm set me on the path to where I am today. 

Music has been such a blessing to my life, and I hope simply to exude the same 

infectious spirit that my elementary school teacher shared with me.” 

 

Kellogg’s work with Seattle Opera began in 2021, when he appeared as the 

Commendatore in the filmed version of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s Don Giovanni. 

In 2022, Kellogg appeared as The Father in Tazewell Thompson and Jeanine 

Tesori’s Blue, a role that Kellogg has described as “a game-changer” for his life and 

career. Kellogg returned in 2023 as Fafner in Richard Wagner’s Das Rheingold 

before taking the stage as civil rights icon Malcolm X in 2024’s “unflinching” (The 

Seattle Times) production of Anthony Davis’s X: The Life and Times of Malcolm X. 

 

Kellogg’s on-stage appearances have been accompanied by work with communities 

in the Puget Sound region. In February, in conjunction with X: The Life and Times 

of Malcolm X, Kellogg worked with incarcerated people at the Monroe Correctional 

Complex, where he shared his experiences as an opera singer and participated in 

discussions about Malcolm X’s life and legacy. In 2022, Kellogg appeared alongside 

fellow cast members from Blue for an Opera Talk moderated by Classical KING’s 

Quinton Morris. 

 

https://www.seattleopera.org/ambassadors-for-opera
https://www.seattleopera.org/ambassadors-for-opera


Kellogg looks forward to continuing this community work as Artistic Ambassador. 

“Opera has the power to be a truly community-based art form—a place where 

people can see themselves represented in a larger-than-life space, feel comfortable, 

and feel welcomed. Making opera matter on that level, with every production we 

mount, will connect us to the humanity of our community.” 

 

About Kenneth Kellogg 

Praised for his “commanding stage presence” and “rich, resonant bass,” Kenneth 

Kellogg was born and raised in Washington, D.C., where music was a part of his life 

since grade school. Nurtured in the public school system by amazing music 

teachers, he began formal training at the Duke Ellington School of the Performing 

and Visual Arts as a Vocal and Visual Arts student. 

 

Mr. Kellogg has managed a very active performing schedule between the US and 

Europe. He has worked with many leaders in the field at houses including San 

Francisco Opera, LA Opera, Washington National Opera, Seattle Opera, Atlanta 

Opera, Washington Concert Opera, Canadian Opera Company, Opera Tampa, Opera 

Memphis, Opera North Carolina, and Opera Parallèle. 

 

He in an Alumnus of the Adler Fellowship Program at San Francisco Opera and the 

Domingo-Cafritz Emerging Artist Program at Washington National Opera. He also 

trained at the Academy of Vocal Arts, Wolf Trap Opera, and holds degrees from the 

University of Michigan and Ohio University. He is a frequent guest lecturer for 

organizations about music. He is an advocate for artists’ rights and uses his 

certification from Cornell University to consult with performing arts organizations on 

their Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiatives. 

 

About Seattle Opera 

Established in 1963, Seattle Opera is committed to serving the people of the Pacific 

Northwest through music, storytelling, and programs for people of all ages. Each 

year, more than 50,000 people attend the company's performances, and more than 

100,000 people are served through school performances, radio broadcasts, and 

more. The organization brings opera to life in a number of different ways, offering 

artistic excellence through national and international collaborations. Seattle Opera 

strives to create an environment where artists, staff, behind-the-scenes workers, 

and members of the community feel a strong connection to the company, and to 

the art of opera. Follow Seattle Opera on Facebook, Twitter, SoundCloud, and on 

Classical KING. 
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